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1. Objective of the Community Climate Action Programme 

The Community Climate Action Programme has been developed and funded by the 

Department of Climate, Energy and the Environment and administered by the Climate 

Action Team in Roscommon County Council (RCC). The overall objective of the Community 

Climate Action Programme is to support and empower communities to shape and build low 

carbon, sustainable communities in a coherent way to contribute to national climate and 

energy targets. The Programme aims to support small and large, rural, and urban 

communities to take climate action.  This programme works directly with communities to 

encourage climate action and provide support that helps them grow their efforts, starting 

from wherever they are on their climate journey. 

 

This guideline document has been prepared for groups in the operational area of 

Roscommon County Council (RCC) to learn more about the Community Climate Action 

Programme. Groups are advised to contact the Community Climate Action Officer to discuss 

the Programme, email  climatefund@roscomoncoco.ie. 

 

2. Overview of the Community Climate Action Programme 

The Community Climate Action Programme has been developed under two strands 

addressing both direct climate action, and climate education and capacity building. 

• Strand 1 is entitled “Action: Building Low Carbon Communities” for €50.9 million. 

• This fund is managed by local authorities, Roscommon County Council in this 

instance, and is the subject of this document. 

• Strand 2 is entitled Education: Climate Education, Capacity Building and Learning by 

Doing. Within this strand, 5 million is being managed by Pobal in an open call for 

projects, more information is available here. A further €3.5m of the Climate Action 

Fund was allocated to the Creative Ireland Programme to set up Creative Climate 

Action, a collaboration between Creative Ireland and the Department of Climate, 

Energy and the Environment, more information is available here. 

 

3. Overview of Strand 1  

Strand 1 – Action: Building Low Carbon Communities Phase 2  

A total of €26.9 million is being provided to LA’s under Strand 1 Phase 2. RCC have been 

given an allocation of €402,000 for projects under Strand 1.  Building on the success of Phase 

1, this funding will support the development and implementation of community-led climate 

action initiatives that promote sustainability, resilience, and local engagement. Under this 

strand communities will carry out projects that have a direct climate action impact.  A 

mailto:climatefund@roscomoncoco.ie
https://www.pobal.ie/programmes/community-climate-action-programme-climate-education-capacity-building-and-learning-by-doing-strand-2/
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/publication/creative-climate-action/
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number of projects will be selected from across the county which will demonstrate the 

delivery of national climate action at local level. Projects must meet the objectives of the 

Programme as set out in project eligibility below and be completed within 18 months. Up 

to 100% funding may be provided from the Climate Action Fund. Projects can include a suite 

of measures, not just one specific action. This Programme is an opportunity for groups to 

take a holistic approach in making their community less carbon intensive and more 

sustainable for the future. The Programme is open to a range of community groups – from 

those new to climate action to those with more experience. 

4. Eligible Communities 

Community groups are required to self-certify that they do not have the funding 

available to undertake the work without support, 

OR, 

Alternatively, that the support will enable them to undertake more work which they 

otherwise would not be able to afford. Groups must be able to demonstrate their ability 

to carry out the proposed works. 

To be eligible to apply under strand 1, community organisations must: 

• be a not-for-profit organisation 

• be located in the operational area of Roscommon County Council. 

• be registered with the PPN or connected with other collectives such as the Wheel, 

Tidy Towns and/or a community group with Articles of Association or a Constitution, 

chich hold an AGM, and for which approved minutes are available.  

Follow this link to sign up for the PPN click here 

• completed online applications must be submitted by 5pm Tuesday, 16th December 

2025. 

Furthermore: 

• The project applied for must be in line with the aim/purpose of the funding as set 

out in the section on Eligible Projects. 

• Only one application per organisation may be submitted for consideration. 

However, projects can address several of the themes and be bundled together into 

one single application. 

The following types of organisations are not eligible to apply for strand 1 

• Private individuals 

• Commercial undertakings (including sole traders) 

https://roscommonppn.ie/join-us/
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• Schools, third levels institutions etc 

• National community and environmental organisations 

• Financial institutions 

 

5. Eligible Projects 

The types of projects/initiatives, within communities, which are eligible for funding  

under the Programme, Strand 1 should seek to demonstrate the delivery of national  

climate action at local level by: 

• Reducing or supporting the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 

• Increasing the production, or use, of renewable energy. 

• Improving energy efficiency 

• Increasing climate resilience 

• Identifying nature-based projects that enhance biodiversity and seek to reduce, or 

increase the removal of, greenhouse gas emissions or support climate resilience in 

the State 

• Assisting regions in the State (including communities in those regions) and within 

sectors of the economy impacted by the transition to a low carbon economy 

• Involving potentially innovative solutions to address the above asks. 

Furthermore: 

• Projects must meet the overall objective “to shape and build low carbon, sustainable 

communities in a coherent way to contribute to national climate and energy 

targets”. 

• Address one or more of the five Programme themes and national climate action 

targets, as set out below. 

• Comply with all statutory requirements in relation to planning, building regulations, 

Health and Safety, insurances and Fire codes etc., if applicable. 

• Communities groups must be able to demonstrate their ability to carry out the 

proposed works. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 | P a g e  
 

National Climate Action Targets 

Apart from the Programme themes, projects should seek to demonstrate the following 

delivery of national climate action at a local level: 

a. Reducing or supporting the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 

b. Increasing the production, or use, of renewable energy 

c. Improving energy efficiency 

d. Increasing climate resilience 

e. Identifying nature-based projects that enhance biodiversity and seek to reduce, 

or  

f. increase the removal of, greenhouse gas emissions or support climate resilience 

in the State 

g. Assisting regions in the State (including communities in those regions) and 

within. 

h. Sectors of the economy impacted by the transition to a low carbon economy 

i. Involving potentially innovative solutions to address the above asks 

  

 

6. Five Programme Themes 

Projects will address the following themes: 

• Theme 1: Community Energy 

• Theme 2: Travel 

• Theme 3:   Food and waste 

• Theme 4:   Shopping and recycling 

• Theme 5:   Local climate and environmental action 

Projects can address one, all or some of the five themes. However, communities should 

try to incorporate as many themes as possible. In developing projects, communities 

should consider how their projects contribute to progress in relation to relevant UN 

Sustainable Development Goals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
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Project Location/Ownership 

Where a project will be delivered from a site/building/floor space that is not in the ownership 

of Roscommon County Council, it must be in the ownership of the organisation applying for the 

fund, or either party must have a minimum five-year lease or agreement in place from date of 

the final project payment, making available to the community. 

Purchase or leasing of land cannot be the entirety of the proposed project; a minimum of a five-

year lease is required from completion of the project. The project would have to demonstrate 

how it meets the objective and criteria of the Community Climate Action Programme. Purchase 

or lease of land alone would not meet the programme objectives. 

 

Roscommon County Council will seek assurance through the application forms from each 

partner organisation that it has all required planning and regulatory permissions and consents 

and has secured the necessary authorisations and/or rights of access to all required land, 

buildings and property for all associated work required for each project delivery.  
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7. Funding/Grant Sizes 

       Funding is available for 100% of the project costs. There are three project sizes: 

 

 

 

10% of the funding allocated to Roscommon will be for small scale projects. 

 

 

 

    40% of the funding allocated will be for medium sized projects 

 

 

 

50% of the funding will be allocated for larger projects 

 

Eligible Costs 

The Programme will cover principally capital costs. Below is a guide to the eligible and  

Ineligible costs for projects. Eligible costs are considered on a case-by-case basis. However,  

the following general conditions will apply: 

 
 

 

 

 

Small Scale Projects (Up to €20,000) 

Lll/ Medium Scale Projects (€20,000 to €50,000) 

Lll/ Large Scale Projects (€51,000 to €100,000) 
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VAT is considered eligible for grant payment in cases where it cannot be reclaimed. For  

groups who cannot reclaim VAT, all their costs should be inclusive of VAT. If a group is able 

to reclaim VAT then their expenses should be exclusive of VAT. Documentation may be  

sought by Roscommon confirming the VAT status of the group, I.e. a recent letter, or letters,  

From the Revenue Commission confirming the VAT status. Every group will be required in  

their application form to declare their VAT status. 

 

8. How to Apply 

Please contact the Community Climate Action Officer if you require assistance or guidance in 

relation to the online application process. 

Application form: 

To apply groups must complete an online application form via “My Online Services”. The 

application window will be open from Tuesday the 21st of October to Tuesday 16th of 

December 2025.  

Documents to submit with the application form: 

• Governance documents for the organisation e.g. terms of reference, constitution, 

recent AGM minutes etc 

• Costings breakdown i.e. written proof of quotes, (3 quotes for each project 

component) 

• Where applicable, all necessary planning and regulatory permissions, consents, and 

authorisations have been obtained. Additionally, rights of access to all relevant land, 

buildings, and property required for the implementation of the project have been 

secured. 

• Any relevant supporting documentation, e.g., biodiversity reports, energy audits etc. 

This is not compulsory and only relevant documents should be submitted. 

• Partner(s) supporting letter(s) on headed paper (where applicable)  

Cost and budgeting 

     As part of the application community groups will need to prepare a budget detailing 

everything that they will need to pay for during the project. To ensure an application 

represents value for money, three written quotes must be sought and must be submitted 

with the application. Communities must also consider green procurement where possible. 

     Roscommon County Council must be satisfied that the application represents value for 

money and that the applicant has engaged with suppliers in developing their proposal. 
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Where three quotes for a particular product/service is not possible or is overly burdensome 

in the case of multiple project components, this requirement may be waived, and the 

application may be evaluated on the quotes available. Groups should consult with the 

Community Climate Action Officer prior to submitting their application if this situation arises. 

When drawing up costs it is advised to include a contingency to address any unforeseen 

changes to costs or inflation. This would be especially important for bigger projects.  

State Aid De Minimis 

State Aid and De Minimis Public funding is deemed to be ‘State Aid’ where it provides the 

recipient, whether an enterprise, not for-profit organisation, or an individual, an economic 

advantage over others. To comply with State Aid rules, the level of funding provided to a project 

promoter must not exceed €300,000 - this is known as the De Minimis ceiling. De Minimis 

regulations sets a limit on how much assistance can be given to organisations. The current limit 

for a company, or group, irrespective of size or location, is €300,000 during the previous three-

year fiscal period. Many groups/ projects under this Programme would not be considered State 

Aid and therefore will not be subject to the De Minimis ceiling. However, community groups 

when submitting their application will need to clarify their status and if necessary, declare if 

they have previously received any De Minimis State Aid (e.g. from a state agency, government 

department, Local Enterprise Office, local authority, LEADER funding etc.). The Community 

Climate Action Officer will be able to assist groups on this requirement. 

9. Evaluation, Selection and Approval 

The selection of projects is a competitive process and success at the evaluation stage is not a 

guarantee of funding due to the competitive nature of the programme. For a project to be 

successful and receive funding they need to first pass the evaluation stage, then the selection 

stage and finally the approval stage.  

1. Evaluation: 

All applications will be evaluated by RCC to ensure they align with the objectives and eligibility 

of this Programme and will be marked against the selection criteria below. Projects must be 

achievable, relevant, and demonstrate impact. Thought should be given to the potential for 

replication in other communities. Value for money is a key consideration. Three quotes are 

required at application stage however, there is no requirement to choose the cheapest option. 

Communities must also consider green procurement where possible.  
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2. Selection:  

Following evaluation, RCC will then select the final projects taking account of the highest scores 

and:  

•  the geographical distribution of projects 

•  the desirability to fund a variety of different projects and across multiple themes 

•  the contribution of the projects to the climate action objectives of RCC. 

3. Approval:  

RCC will submit the selected projects to the Minister of the Environment, Climate and 

Communications for final approval. Success at the evaluation, and selection stages is not a 

guarantee of funding. The Minister will decide what projects are ultimately approved and any 

specific conditions of funding. 
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Evaluation Criteria 

To ensure projects are selected in a transparent and fair manner, applications will be first 

evaluated on the following criteria.  The maximum score is 100%. Applications that score 50% 

or above and meet the minimum score required under selected criteria as set out below, will 

be considered for a project with RCC. 
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10.  What to expect if your application is successful 
 

Following the Minister’s approval, RCC will issue a Letter of Offer to the successful community 

groups setting out the terms and conditions. Groups are responsible for carrying out their 

projects and will have 18 months from the Letter of Officer to complete their projects. 

 

RCC reserves the right to withdraw from a project if all requirements are not met within a 

reasonable period. In signing their funding agreements, each community will agree to the 

following: 

• Compliance with the Climate Action Fund Financial Guidelines 

• Relevant provisions of the Public Spending Code. Click here 

• The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) Circular 13/2014 –

Management of, and Accountability for, Grants from Exchequer Funds. Click here 

• Compliance with Public Procurement guidelines in relation to the purchase of all goods 

and services and carrying out works. Click here 

• Community groups must ensure that they have indemnified Roscommon County Council 

on their public liability policy and employers’ liability policy and apply level of cover 

deemed appropriate. 

• Agree to retain all documentation for 10 years. 

• The provision of data and information on the actions funded as may be requested by 

DECC and/or the local authority. 

• The maintenance of separate accounting records for its projects. 

• The funding is subject to audit by DECC 

• Invoices, vouched receipts, bank statements and photographs of completed works 

(where appropriate), and other documentation as necessary may be sought by RCC and 

DCEE. 

• Site Visits: The Department and/or RCC may carry out announced site visits to verify 

compliance with Programme terms and conditions. 

• The contribution of the ‘Government of Ireland, and “Department of Climate, Energy 

and the Environment” must be acknowledged in publicity, promotions and signage, and 

other matters as appropriate. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-public-expenditure-infrastructure-public-service-reform-and-digitalisation/publications/the-public-spending-code/
https://circulars.gov.ie/pdf/circular/per/2014/13.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/office-of-government-procurement/publications/public-procurement-guidelines-for-goods-and-services/
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Procurement 

Groups that are approved for funding in the Programme, will need to comply with Public 

Procurement guidelines in relation to the purchase of all goods/services when carrying out the 

project.  

Below are National Procurement Thresholds. 

 Advertising 

Requirement 
 

Amount   

(excl. of VAT) 
 

Rule Requirement 

Goods 
and 
Services 

Quotations Below €5,000 Local One quotation from a reputable supplier. 

Quotations €5,000 - 
€50,000 

National Quotations from not less than three reputable 
suppliers. (QuickQuotes/Supplygov only) 

Lowest Price or MEAT 
 

E-Tenders €50,000 - 
€215,000 

National Advertise on E-tenders, Choice of procedure, 
open recommended 

    

     

Works Quotations Below €10,000 Local One quotation from a reputable supplier 

Quotations €10,000 - 
€50,000 

Local Quotations from not less than three reputable 
suppliers. (QuickQuotes/Supplygov only) 

Lowest Price or MEAT 
 

Quotations €50,000 - 
€200,000 

Local Quotations from not less than five reputable 
suppliers. (QuickQuotes/Supplygov only) 
Lowest Price or MEAT 

    

 

Green Public Procurement 

Green Public Procurement means choosing goods, services, and works that have a reduced 

environmental impact throughout their life cycle. It’s about making choices that are better for 

the planet. When sourcing contractors, they should employ appropriate measures to reduce 

carbon footprint and conserve natural resources in all operations. e.g., using energy-efficient 

tools, minimising waste generation, using low-impact, recycled, or sustainably sourced 

materials, protecting local biodiversity, using local suppliers to reduce transportation emissions 

etc.  Seek advice from Climate Action Unit where required.  

Payment and reporting 

Successful applications for funding under this Programme will only be paid to the applicant 

group/organisation’s bank account. Groups will submit quarterly expenses to RCC including 

invoices, receipts and bank statements and a brief update on progress (e.g. any information on 

progress of the project, conditions of funding, challenges/issues etc.) The Community Climate 

Action Officer will be developing case studies/reports on projects and groups will be asked to 
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provide details about their works and experiences. These reports will be carried out at a 6-, 12- 

and 18-month period after the project starts. 

All payments are subject to: 

• Evidence of compliance with the public procurement guidelines. If the grantee does not 

comply with the public procurement guidelines, financial sanctions may apply e.g., 

expenditure will be deemed ineligible and will not be reimbursed. 

• Evidence of compliance with Climate Action Fund Guidelines 

• Eligibility of the costs as per the guidelines for the Programme and Letter of Offer. 

 

11. Data Protection 

Information provided by the applications and those who receive funding will be utilised for 

The purposes of evaluating and administering this Programme, and to facilitate reporting, 

auditing any site visits. When evaluating the applications and during the lifetime of the 

projects, RCC may share information with the Department of Climate, Energy and the 

Environment. Find RCC privacy statement for the fund here 

 

12. Important Dates 

Milestones Date 

Application Period 21st of October - 16th of December 2025 

Application appraised by RCC and 
recommendations issued to DCEE 

Q1 2026 

Approval by DCEE Q1 2026 (end of Q1) 

Results Announced Q2 2026 

Projects in Delivery Works Commencement Date 27/04/2026. 
Programme delivery period is 18 months. 

Projects Complete 27/10/2027 

First Drawdown for Projects 27/07/2026 

Mid Year Report 27/10/2026 

Annual Report 27/04/2027 

Final Drawdown 27/10/2027 

Final Report 27/10/2027 

 

 

 

 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1434&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Ffs-filestore-eu.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com%2Froscommon%2FTsAndCs%2FClimate_Action_Fund_2025_Privacy_Statement.pdf&t=1636d63718afeb3c4b84d2462a2a3589b21adeaa

